
JUNE 1 - 5, 2022 
Five days of natural discovery throughout  
Michigan’s Les Cheneaux Islands: hiking,  
paddling, wildflower walks, birdwatching, 

workshops, lectures, and more! 

www.aldoleopoldfestival.org 
fi #aldoleopoldfestival 



Aldo Leopold’s Connection  
to the Les Cheneaux Area 

 
Aldo Leopold and his family spent several months a 
year in Les Cheneaux at their cottage on Marquette 
Island. There, young Leopold spent his days in the woods 
and on the water, where he developed an appreciation for 
the environment and wildlife on the island while mapping 

trails and listing the flora and fauna he found. Beginning in the early 1890s, the Leopold family 
made annual treks from their Burlington, Iowa, home to their cottage; first by steam ferry from 
Chicago to Mackinac Island and later by rail. As a young adult, Leopold continued to visit the 
Les Cheneaux area until about 1919, according to family photographs of Leopold in the area. 
 
If one believes that our love of the land begins in childhood, it can be said that those summers 
spent roaming the islands, by foot or by canoe, were instrumental in helping to shape Leopold’s 
land ethic. His brother, Frederick, wrote of their summers on Marquette describing Aldo’s  
explorations: “Aldo knew most of the island intimately. He produced several handmade maps 
artistically decorated and illustrated with typical trees, animals, and birds in their proper places. 
All of the trails were shown, including some newer trails he created.” While in the Les Cheneaux 
Islands, Leopold met the headmaster of the Lawrenceville School, a preparatory school that 
eventually took him to Yale University, the only school in the country that offered a forestry degree. 
 
Graduating from The Forest School at Yale  in 1909, he eagerly pursued a career with the newly 
established U.S. Forest Service in Arizona and New Mexico. By the age of 24, he was promoted 
to Supervisor for the Carson National Forest in New Mexico. In 1922, he was instrumental in 
developing the proposal to manage the Gila National Forest as a wilderness area, which became 
the first official designation in 1924. Following a transfer to Madison, Wisconsin, in 1924,  
Leopold continued his investigations into ecology and the philosophy of conservation, and in 
1933 published the first textbook in the field of wildlife management. Later that year, he ac-
cepted a new chair in game management— a first for the University of Wisconsin and the nation. 
In 1935, he and his family initiated their ecological restoration experiment on a worn-out farm 
along the Wisconsin River outside of Baraboo, Wisconsin. 
 
Leopold’s influence on modern land ethics, land and wildlife conservation, and the American 
love of the land, is still felt today. Leopold’s legacy is celebrated in Les Cheneaux by establishing 
a nearly 1,700-acre nature preserve on Marquette Island that bears his name. Little Traverse 
Conservancy maintains the preserve.  Additionally, the annual Aldo Leopold Festival is held in 
the Les Cheneaux area the first week of June to celebrate Leopold as one of America’s most  
influential naturalists. 

Aldo Leopold sitting on the dock  
at Les Cheneaux Club. ca. 1908
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Welcome
Welcome to the 7th annual Aldo Leopold Festival, 
(ALF) – an educational forum for enjoying the outdoors 
and highlighting the natural beauty of the Les Cheneaux area 
and Eastern Upper Peninsula (EUP).  
 
The ALF committee is enthusiastic about some of the changes for the 2022 festival. 
This past year, ownership of ALF has been transferred to the Hessel School 
House/Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center from the Les Cheneaux Community 
Foundation. The purpose of the festival aligns perfectly with the mission of the 
Hessel School House creating a win for both organizations. Other changes involve 
a new website and new registration program. An Adventure Day has been added 
to begin the festival and offers a more intense learning experience, featuring a 
choice of nine full-day excursions and one half-day.  
 
We are pleased with the expertise and professional knowledge of the guides and 
presenters for the festival this year. Some new subjects have been added, along 
with new faces.  
 
ALF is offered in the spring to showcase the phenomenal assets of the EUP and 
Les Cheneaux area, which is known as one of the best spring warbler viewing 
places in the Midwest. The spring bird migrations coincide with large midge 
hatches along the Lake Huron shoreline which provide the protein the birds require 
for breeding and migration. As they are in full, spring mating colors, you will be 
provided with the rare opportunity to see and photograph these beautiful birds in 
their most provocative plumage, and hear their lovely, sweet songs.  
 
Spring wildflowers are emerging. Rich limestone deposits provide some of the 
best wildflower habitat in Michigan. Blooming flowers, fantastic ferns, or loveable 
lichens are in abundance. Our professional guides are able to teach identification 
and their purpose in nature’s cycle. 
 
You won’t want to miss the indoor presentations at Hessel School House! Topics 
are about wind energy, butterflies, Native American culture, kayak adventures, and 
Aldo Leopold history.    
 
And most importantly, we wish to thank the organizations that make the festival 
possible: Hessel School House/Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center, Les Cheneaux 
Community Foundation, Michigan State University Sea Grant, Little Traverse Con-
servancy, Woods & Waters, and Applecore General Store. A big thank you to the 

sponsors who support ALF financially. You will find 
the sponsors listed on the website, program, and 
promoted throughout the festival.  

 
We welcome you to one of the LAST GREAT PLACES 

ON EARTH - Les Cheneaux Islands.
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  Wednesday, June 1  
TIME                      EVENT 
Times               Adventure Day Trips*  
Vary                  (See page 5 for details.)  

7:00PM          The Ups and Downs of  
                         Monarch Butterflies 
 
  Thursday, June 2  
TIME                      EVENT 
5:30 AM          Birding by Ear 
8:00 AM          Birding at the Woollam  
                          Preserve 
8:00 AM          Leopold Paddle and  
                          Derby Preserve Hike* 
8:30 AM          Loveable Lichens and  
                          Magnificent Mosses 
8:30 AM          Carnivorous Plants 
8:45 AM          Wildflower Search at  
                          Gerstacker Preserve 
9:00 AM          Hiking and Exploring  
                          The Gerstacker Preserve 
2:00 PM          Discovering the Mertaugh  
                          Preserve 
2:00 PM          Carnivorous Plants 
2:15 PM          Plein Air Painting Workshop 
2:30 PM          Hiking the Proposed  
                          Peek-a-Boo Bike Trail 
2:30 PM          Forest Bathing 
3:30 PM          Aldo, the Naturalist Map  
                          and You 
5:45 PM           Sunset Paddle with  
                           Woods & Waters* 
7:00 PM          Birding: Grassland and  
                          Potholes 
7:00 PM         Stories from a Forest Ranger 
 

  Friday, June 3  
TIME                      EVENT 
7:00 AM          Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 

7:15 AM          Wonderful Wildflowers 

8:00 AM          Leopold Paddle and Derby  
                          Preserve Hike* 

8:00 AM          Birding at the Woollam Preserve 

8:15 AM          Coffee, Learn and Stroll: A Morning  
                          About Invasive Species 

8:15 AM          Orchids and Wildflowers 

8:30 AM          Loveable Lichens &  
                          Magnificent Mosses 

9:15 AM          Become a Scientist: Community 
                          Science with eBird and iNaturalist 

1:30 PM          3-Dimensional Notecard Making 

2:00 PM          Stream Ecology 

2:00 PM          Conservation, Magic, and Spirits: 
                          An Educational Hike and Sip 

2:00 PM          Carnivorous Plants 

2:15 PM          Loveable Lichens &  
                          Magnificent Mosses 

2:15 PM          Wonderful Wildflowers 

2:30 PM          Bird Banding in Northern Michigan 

3:00 PM          Birding Trip in the Hiawatha  
                          National Forest 

3:15 PM          Aldo, the Naturalist Map and You 

5:45 PM           Sunset Paddle with  
                           Woods & Waters* 

7:00 PM         Great Lakes  
                         & Wind Energy 
 

2022 ALDO LEOPOLD FESTIVAL



  Saturday, June 4  
TIME                      EVENT 
5:30 AM          Birding By Ear 

7:00 AM          Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 

7:30 AM          Fantastic and Fascinating Ferns 

7:45 AM          Birding at the Woollam Preserve 

8:00 AM          3-Dimensional Notecard Making 

8:00 AM          Exploring for Wildflowers 

8:15 AM          Stream Ecology 

8:30 AM          Michigan Owls: Origins  
                          and Behavior 

10:30 AM        Local Native American Culture  
                          and History 

10:30 AM        Tree Swallow Birdhouse  
- 4:00 PM        Painting at Pickle Point*  

2:00 PM          Exploring the Gerstacker Preserve 

2:00 PM          Avian Invaders In Michigan:  
                          Types and Their Effects 

2:15 PM          Carnivorous Plants 

2:15 PM          Plein Air Drawing Workshop 

2:30 PM          Sharing Your Love of Nature 

3:00 PM          Birding at the Gerstacker Preserve 

3:30 PM          Solo Kayaking from Copper  
                            Country to the Straits of Mackinac 

4:15 PM          A Sense of Wonder - Explorer  
                          Toolkit 

5:45 PM          Outdoor Cook’n and Tasting 

7:00 PM         About Aldo Leopold 

8:00 PM          Birding the Munuscong Potholes 
 
 
 

  Sunday, June 5  
TIME                      EVENT 
7:00 AM          Wetland Birding at  
                          Munuscong Bay 

7:30 AM          Birding by Caravan Around  
                          Les Cheneaux 

7:45 AM          Birding at the Woollam Preserve 

8:00 AM          Fantastic and Fascinating Ferns 

8:30 AM          Sharing Your Love of Nature 

9:30 AM          Wildflower Wander 

10:15 AM        A Sense of Wonder -  
                          Explorer Toolkit 

12:00 PM        Stick Painting 

12:45 PM        Nature Warriors: Derby Preserve 
 

Events at a Glance

* Indicates additional fee required for this event. 
 

Bold items denote evening presentations.

For more information or to  
register for these events, visit 

www.aldoleopoldfestival.org



Whitefish Point Birding 
Whitefish Point is known the world over as one of the 
great migration hot spots for many songbirds, waterfowl, 
and raptors — and you’ll spend a near-peak-migration day 
exploring the hawk watch, water bird shack, and song-
bird-filled woods. Whitefish Point Bird Observatory staff 
will discuss some of the amazing research and discoveries 
made here, and after lunch we will visit spruce grouse 
and crossbills habitats.  (Limit 12) 
Meet:         Whitefish Point parking area (90 miles from  
                     Hessel; carpooling or caravanning info will  
                     be sent) 
Time:         5:15 AM – 5:00 PM  
                     Includes 1:45 hour driving time to/from Hessel   
Guide:       Elliot Nelson 
Cost:           $75 (includes lunch) 
 
Vermillion Point’s Piping Plovers 
This remote Lake Superior shoreline is home to both a 
historic lifesaving station and endangered piping plovers 
nesting sites. In the morning, Dr. Jason Garvon from LSSU 
will guide you through the critical work done here and 
elsewhere in the Great Lakes for the plovers. Keep your 
fingers crossed for nesting plovers to be present! After 
lunch you will independently visit the Whitefish Point 
Shipwreck Museum (ticket included in cost).  
The road to Vermillion Point is unimproved dirt and sand; 
vehicles with low clearance are not recommended.  
We will carpool and/or caravan from the Whitefish Twp. 
Community Center.  (Limit 15) 
Meet:         Whitefish Twp. Community Center,  
                     7052 M-123, Paradise (82 miles from Hessel;  
                     carpooling or caravanning info will be sent) 
Time:         7:30 AM – 4:00 PM  
                     Includes 1.5 hour driving time to/from Hessel  
                     (meet Dr. Garvon at 9:00 AM sharp) 
Guide:       Dr. Jason Garvon 
Cost:           $75 (includes lunch and Whitefish Point  
                     Shipwreck Museum ticket) 
 

Touring LSSU’s Freshwater Research 
Facility and Hiking 
Start the day with a guided tour of Lake Superior State 
University’s new Richard & Theresa Barch Center for 
Freshwater Research and Education (CFRE), followed 
by self-paced exploration of the native-plant rain gardens, 
salmon fish hatchery, freighter watching (depends on 
timing), and the Discovery Center. After lunch, hike the 
mostly flat Algonquin Ski Trails and learn about sustain-
able forest management, invasive species, and private 
landowner conservation programs. (Limit 20) 
Meet:        Center for Freshwater Research 
                    100 Salmon Run-Way, Sault Ste. Marie 
Time:        8:15 AM – 3:45 PM  
                    Includes 45-minute driving time  
                    to/from Hessel   
Guides:    Ashley Moerke - LSSU Staff 
                    Elizabeth Christiansen - LSSU Staff 
                   Dylan Parker - Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac  
                    Conservation District Forester  
                    Michael Hinde - Three Shores CISMA  
Cost:         $75 (includes lunch) 
 
Les Cheneaux Geology 
The landscape of the Les Cheneaux area is shaped by 
a long, geologic history — 400 million years in the making 
when this area was a warm, shallow sea, then later 
scraped by mile-high glaciers. Gain a deeper understand-
ing of what is literally underfoot by visiting both a working 
quarry and the Carl A. Gerstacker Nature Preserve. (Limit 20) 
Meet:        Cedarville High School bus parking lot   
Time:        9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Guides:    Libby Ives – sedimentary geologist  
                    and geomorphologist;  
                    Melissa Simon – Senior Manager of Mine  
                    Engineering, Carmeuse Limestone;  
                    Shaun Howard – Protected Lands Project  
                    Manager, The Nature Conservancy 
Cost:         $75 (includes lunch) 
 
Straits of Mackinac Birding 
Get ready to soar by visiting the Mackinac Straits Raptor 
Watch (MSRW) to learn about the spectacular spring 
and fall migrations, banding, and the geolocation data 
the MSRW has been gathering. While keeping an eye to 
the sky for raptors, we will visit key areas where migrating 
warblers and waterfowl recharge, and enjoy northwoods 
wildflowers at the Headlands, French Farm, Dingman’s 
Marsh, and other areas along the way. (Limit 12) 
Meet:        Hessel School House to carpool or caravan  
                    approximately 40 miles 
Time:        9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Guide:      Sarah Reding and Ed Pike 
Cost:         $75 (includes lunch) 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1

Full Day Adventures

NOTE: All Adventure Day Trips require a Festival Pass in addition to the Day Trip fee for participation.5



A Day in “da Woods” 
Spend the day exploring a remote 600-acre hunting 
camp with the three best guides our limited funds 
could afford. This property hosts eagles, loons, and bea-
vers across its varied topography and forest. A slide 
presentation, paddling, hiking, and a traditional pasty 
lunch are all part of this unique experience. 
Meet:        Hessel School House to caravan to location 
Time:        8:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Guide:      Rob Routledge, Steve Baker,  and Ken Drenth 
Cost:         $75 (includes lunch) 
 
Leopold Preserve Trail Maintenance 
After taking a boat ride across Hessel Bay to Marquette 
Island, you’ll spend the day trail-clearing alongside  
Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) staff in the same 
woods that young Aldo wandered! Using supplied 
tools, we will work our way inland along a rustic and 
little-used trail that LTC is looking to improve.  
(Limit 12) 
Meet:        Hessel Marina 
Time:        9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Guide:      LTC Staff 
Cost:         $25 (includes lunch)  
Most of this trip’s costs are underwritten by Little  Traverse  
Conservancy in appreciation for your efforts — thank you!   
 
Become a Smartphone  
Photography “Genius” 
Smartphone cameras allow us to easily capture what 
we see — but people are often disappointed with their 
images. This hands-on workshop will put any skill level 
on a direct path to becoming a photography “genius” 
of lectures, field trips, and the wonders of the digital 
darkroom. Dinner is provided and timed so you can attend 
the monarch butterfly talk before we head out for a 
final photo session to capture the golden hour of sunset. 
(Limit 16) 
Meet:        Hessel School House 
Time:        1:00 – 9:45 PM  (sunset is 9:20 PM) 
Guide:      Sue Bakkila 
Cost:         $75 (includes dinner) 

Coffee, Boats, Hikes, and Hops 
For late sleepers, start your day with great locally-roasted 
beans coffee at the Les Cheneaux Coffee Roasters,  
followed by a boat ride to Government Island. Once 
there, hike along the trails while learning how the  
island was used for constructing Lake Huron’s remote 
Martin Reef Light Station. After lunch and a return  
voyage, you may choose to gather at Les Cheneaux  
Distillers to swap stories and enjoy a drink of choice. 
Participants will also receive a copy of the book “Martin 
Reef, Lightship to Lighthouse” by John Sellman.  
(Limit 12) 
Meet:        Les Cheneaux Coffee Roasters  
                    33 E. Hodeck St, Cedarville 
Time:        9:30 AM –3:00  PM 
Guide:      Dan Reelitz 
Cost:         $75 (includes coffee and lunch)  
 
 
 
 
 
Exploring Drummond Island’s 
Maxton Plains 
The Nature Conservancy’s Maxton Plains Preserve is a 
globally rare area of exposed limestone bedrock and 
shallow soils. These harsh environments are dominated 
by grasses, sedges, and wildflowers like early butter-
cup, early saxifrage, and prairie smoke, but also present 
the opportunity to discover detailed fossils exposed in 
the calcareous bedrock like nautiloid cephalopods. The 
Haacks, long-time summer residents, will be your 
guides on this tour. (Limit 25) 
Meet:        Drummond Island Ferry parking area 
Time:        8:40 AM ferry – 1:10 PM ferry* 
Guides:    Robert and Sheridan Haack  
Cost:         $40 (includes lunch)  
*Allow at least 35 minutes to drive the 28 miles from Hessel  
to DeTour Village. The ferry is first-come, first-served, so we  
recommend getting in line by 8:25 AM (depart) / 12:50 PM  
(return) or earlier. If you miss the morning ferry, you are on your 
own to rendezvous with the group. Ferries leave the mainland 
on the 0:40 and return on the 0:10 of every hour. 
 

Half Day Adventure

Festival Kick-off Presentation 
The Ups and Downs of Monarch Butterflies 
Dr. Erwin (Duke) Elsner has studied Michigan butterflies and moths for over half a 
century, and thus has witnessed the population trends of many species. How serious 
is the decline of the monarch butterfly population in North America, and what are the 
driving forces behind the decline? Dr. Elsner will discuss what is known, what is sus-
pected, what responses have been made, and what pieces of the puzzle are still missing. 
Time:          7:00 PM 
Presenter: Dr. Erwin Elsner 
Location:   Hessel School House
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Birding by Ear 
Join the Early Bird group with Michael Carlson for one of 
his popular bird song identification field trips. Enjoy the 
early dawn hour and the songs birds sing to welcome 
the new day.  (Limit 15)  
Guide:      Michael Carlson 
Time:        5:30 - 8:00 AM 
Location:  Meet at Hessel School House  
                    to caravan nearby. 
 
Birding at The Woollam Preserve 
This preserve is a favorite to explore, with its easy trail 
through a mixed deciduous and coniferous forest 
ending at 4,300 feet of stunning, glacial erratic 
shoreline. It affords a wealth of migratory birdlife and 
flowering native plants to please the eye of the truly 
discerning. (Limit 15)  
Guides:    Sarah and Wil Reding 
Time:        8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location:  Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 9 miles. 
 
Leopold Paddle and Derby  
Preserve Hike* 
Aldo Leopold’s family were longtime residents of the 
Les Cheneaux Club, located on Marquette Island. We 
will paddle tandem kayaks to what was once the Leopold 
cottage.  Les Cheneaux Club historian Charles Fels will 
share a brief history of Aldo and his family. Paddle back 
to the mainland and take a guided hike through the 
Little Traverse Conservancy’s Derby Preserve, named  
for the Derby family farm that supplied much of the  
club’s provisions. (Limit 12) 
Guides:     Sue Bakkila and Anne Fleming 
Time:        8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location:  Meet at the Derby Preserve Parking Area - 
                    1407 W. Club Road, Cedarville 
*Cost:       $80 ($65 under 18) 
 
Loveable Lichens &  
Magnificent Mosses 
Did you know there are nearly 800 species of lichens 
in Michigan and countless species of mosses?  With 
its limestone substrate, the Les Cheneaux region is 
especially rich in these species. Little Traverse Conser-
vancy’s staff will delight you with stories and facts 
about these often-underappreciated species that we 
so often take for granted. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Brad Von Blon 
Time:        8:30 – 11:30 AM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan 
 

Carnivorous Plants (Morning session) 
The Niagara Escarpment provides some of the rarest 
plants imaginable. Pitcher plants, sundews, bladderworts, 
and butterworts all have their own strategies to lure 
and digest their arthropod prey. (Limit 15)  
Because these plants are near or in water, be prepared  
to wear appropriate footwear to keep your feet dry. 
Guide:      Derek Shiels 
Time:        8:30 – 11:30 AM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Wildflower Search at  
Gerstacker Preserve 
The Nature Conservancy’s Carl A. Gerstacker Nature Pre-
serve, along the Lake Huron shore east of Cedarville, 
features a variety of habitats along its many trails  
and is a naturalist’s delight.  The shoreline, woods, and 
wetlands are rich in wildflowers, including dwarf lake 
iris, gaywings, trailing arbutus, and possibly six blooming 
orchid species. (Limit 15)  
Moderate hiking, with some hills and some wet  
areas. Waterproof footwear is a plus. 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        8:45 – 11:45 AM 
Location:  Meet Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Hiking & Exploring The Gerstacker 
Preserve 
Yes, two trips are going to the Carl A. Gerstacker Nature 
Preserve! Will they see each other? Probably not, as this 
preserve encompasses over 1600 acres and has multi-
ple trails. This trip is designed as a hike, not necessarily 
as a search for flora or fauna but a chance to see much 
more of the preserve and its multiple characteristics. 
(Limited to 15 participants eager to do a major hike.) 
Guide:      The Nature Conservancy staff 
Time:        9:00 – 11:30 AM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Discovering The Mertaugh Preserve 
The Mertaugh Preserve is part of an impressive 890-
acre nature preserve complex that has been protected 
over the decades by the Les Cheneaux year-round and 
seasonal community. If water levels permit, we will be 
hiking along the lakeshore, looking for the unique 
plants that have adapted to this ecosystem. (Limit 15) 
Please wear shoes that you won’t mind getting wet. 
Guide:      Amy Lipson 
Time:        2:00 – 5:00 PM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan 
                    a short distance 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2 WildflowersBirding
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Carnivorous Plants  (Afternoon session) 
The Niagara Escarpment provides some of the rarest 
plants imaginable. Pitcher plants, sundews, bladderworts, 
and butterworts all have their own strategies to lure 
and digest their arthropod prey. (Limit 15)  
Because these plants are near or in water, be prepared  
to wear appropriate footwear to keep your feet dry. 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        2:00 - 5:00 PM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Plein Air Painting Workshop 
In this plein air painting session, a watercolor kit and 
sketchbook will be provided to begin your painting 
journey. Barbara will start with a brief painting demo 
and discussion, including the choosing of a location, 
the effects of outdoor light on your composition, and 
increased awareness of color as well as plein air as a 
source of meditation in our lives. She will inspire class 
members with the idea that plein air painting can  
increase our awareness of nature and particularly of 
the unique environment that we find in Les Cheneaux 
Islands. (Limit 12) 
Instructor: Barbara (Guthridge) Landon 
Time:        2:15 – 5:15 PM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan  
                    nearby 
 
Hike The Proposed Peek-A-Boo  
Bike Trail 
Explore this future bike trail and imagine yourself riding 
a self-powered two-wheeler through this beautiful,  
natural terrain. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Sarah Reding 
Time:        2:30 – 4:30 PM 
Location: Meet Hessel School House to caravan to the  
                    trail located between Hessel and Cedarville    
 
Forest Bathing 
Forest Therapy is inspired by the Japanese practice of 
Shinrin-Yoku, which translates to “forest bathing.” Studies 
have demonstrated a wide array of health benefits, 
especially in the cardiovascular and immune systems, 
and for stabilizing and improving mood and cognition. 
Join the certified forest therapy guide as she leads a 
gentle forest bathing walk at the William B. Derby Jr. 
Nature Preserve. Maureen will share various sensory  
invitations to promote mindfulness in nature. Come 
relax, recharge, renew and restore your own authentic 
relationship with nature. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Maureen Stine 
Time:         2:30 – 5:00 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 

Aldo, The Naturalist Map, & You 
Maps don’t have to be fancy or even precise to be useful 
at capturing important information. A simple map can 
help you document in a meaningful way your favorite 
hikes, a trip, how a place evolves, and even your garden. 
We will look at examples of personal maps and then, 
fresh with ideas, you will be guided through starting 
your own personal mapping project. Basic supplies  
included. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Sue Bakkila 
Time:        3:30 – 4:30 PM 
Location: Hessel School House 
 
Birding Grassland & Potholes 
Join experienced bird guide Michael Carlson north of 
Pickford, to view evening grassland and pothole birds. 
We will bird the Munuscong Wildlife management pot-
holes area looking and listening for birds that call this 
area their home. Wilson's snipes, upland sandpipers, 
some sparrow species, American bitterns, rails, and 
Sharp-tailed grouse.  (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Michael Carlson 
Time:         7:00 PM – Dusk 
Location:  22 Mile Road and Gray Road, Pickford. 
                       (Directions will be sent to registered attendees) 
 
Evening Presentation 
Stories From a Forest Ranger 
Litter, Rats, and Bugs — like Aldo 
Leopold, Pete Griffin’s environmental 
ethic developed later in life. Griffin 
will share stories about growing 
up in Les Cheneaux. These stories 
enriched his experience as a wildlife 
biologist and forest ranger with 
the US Forest Service (retired), and now as a naturalist on 
Disney and Princess cruise ships in Alaska.  
Presenter: Pete Griffin 
Time:         7:00 – 8:30 PM 
Location: Hessel School House 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY  
Offered Thrusday and Friday Evening 

Sunset Paddle With Woods & Waters* 
See the Les Cheneaux Islands from the perspective  
of common merganser and enjoy a Lake Huron sunset. 
When registering, use code ALDO to receive a discounted 
rate. Register directly with Woods & Waters. Call 
(888) 502-8373 or visit www.woodsandwaters.eco 
Time:        5:45 – 9:30 PM 
Location: Woods & Waters, 20 S. Pickford Ave., Hessel 
*Cost:       $80 ($65 under 18) 
Limit:        12

PaddlingHiking PresentationPlants & Lichens Art/Crafts Water Quality
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Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay   
Munuscong Bay provides a shining example of the 
massive and sprawling Great Lakes marshes and wet-
lands that were once found across every region of the 
Great Lakes. This trip will take you out to the dikes on 
Munuscong Bay, a great place to see birds that love the 
wetland and make it their favorite place to nest and call 
home. Black terns, sedge wrens, and American bitterns are 
often found here, along with other secretive marsh species.  
(Limit 12) 
Guides:    Duane and Clifford Utech 
Time:        7:00 – 10:00 AM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Wonderful Wildflowers 
(2 sesssions offered - morning or afternoon) 
The Nature Conservancy’s Carl A. Gerstacker Preserve, 
along the Lake Huron shore east of Cedarville, features a 
variety of habitats along its many trails and is a naturalist’s 
delight. The shoreline, woods, and wetlands are rich in 
wildflowers, including dwarf lake iris, gaywings, trailing 
arbutus, and possibly six blooming orchid species.   
Moderate hiking, with some hills and some wet areas. 
(Limit 15) 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        7:15 – 10:15 AM or 2:15 – 5:15 PM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Birding the Woollam Preserve 
The John R. Woollam Preserve is one of the most pictur-
esque and well-known areas of the Les Cheneaux area pre-
serves, with a highlight being the beautiful Narnia Trail, a 
local favorite. This is a great place to see warblers and other 
songbirds. Even non-birders are awed by the experience 
and often return to share it with others. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Michael Carlson 
Time:        8:00 – 11:00 AM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately nine miles 
 
Leopold Paddle and Derby  
Preserve Hike* 
Aldo Leopold’s family were longtime residents of the 
Les Cheneaux Club, located on Marquette Island. We 
will paddle tandem kayaks to what was once the Leopold 
cottage.  Les Cheneaux Club historian Charles Fels will 
share a brief history of Aldo and his family. Paddle back 
to the mainland and take a guided hike through the 
Little Traverse Conservancy’s Derby Preserve. (Limit 12) 
Guides:     Sue Bakkila and Anne Fleming 
Time:        8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location:  Meet at the Derby Preserve Parking Area - 
                    1407 W. Club Road, Cedarville 
Cost:         $80 ($65 under 18)  
                       * Additional charge to participate in this event. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3 WildflowersBirding

Coffee, Learn, & Stroll: A Morning 
about Invasive Species 
Join Michael Hindy from the Chippewa Luce Mackinac 
Conservation District, who is Coordinator for the Three 
Shores Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Area, for coffee at Les Cheneaux Coffee Roasters, and 
learn about how invasive species are impacting the Les 
Cheneaux area. You will walk to see some invasive species 
nearby and learn what is being done to stop them from 
taking over our Les Cheneaux Islands paradise, and how 
native plants can help prevent invasive species. (Limit 15) 
*Light to moderate walking involved. 
Guide:      Michael Hindy 
Time:        8:15 – 11:15 AM 
Location: Les Cheneaux Coffee Guide Roasters  
                    33 E. Hodeck St., Cedarville 
 
Orchids & Wildflowers 
The Hiawatha National Forest, located west of Hessel, 
provides some of the best opportunities to view wild 
orchids and other very rare flowers. Your guide knows 
where they can be found but we must limit the number 
of participants as these areas are very fragile and our goal 
is to make sure orchids are there for future generations 
to enjoy. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Derek Shiels 
Time:        8:15 – 11:30 AM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Loveable Lichens & Magnificent 
Mosses (Choose morning or afternoon session) 
Did you know there are nearly 800 species of lichens 
in Michigan and countless numbers of moss species?  
With its limestone substrate, the Les Cheneaux region 
is especially rich in these species. Little Traverse Con-
servancy’s staff will delight you with stories and facts 
about these often-underappreciated species that must 
not be taken for granted. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Brad Von Blon 
Time:        8:30 – 11:30 AM  or  2:15 - 5:15 PM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Become a Scientist: Community 
Science with eBird & iNaturalist 
Take an exploration of the outdoors through community 
science. You will learn how you can use websites/apps 
eBird and iNaturalist to report your nature observations 
into the world’s largest naturalist databases. These two 
app/websites accept sightings from around the world 
of nearly every living thing. By reporting what you saw 
and where, you can help land managers and naturalists 
everywhere. Learn how to use them yourself!  
Guide:      Elliot Nelson 
Time:        9:15 – 10:30 AM 
Location: Hessel School House 
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PaddlingHiking PresentationPlants & Lichens Art/Crafts

3-Dimensional Notecard Making 
Using the techniques of iris folding (Dutch paper craft), 
participants will make a greeting card with a bloom, 
bird, bug, or butterfly, all designed to impress your 
friends with a personal greeting card. No prior experience 
required.  (Limit 8) 
Instructor: Norma Storer 
Time:        1:30 – 3:30 PM 
Location: Hessel School House 
 
Stream Ecology 
EUP STEM Region Director, Kevin St. Onge, will lead 
you on a very interesting experience involving the use 
of water quality to assess ecosystem health. You will 
carpool to a couple of Lake Huron feeder streams 
nearby, where you will collect and analyze both water 
and macroinvertebrate samples. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Kevin St. Onge 
Time:        2:00 – 5:00 PM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Conservation, Magic, & Spirits -  
An Educational Hike & Sip  
Join Mike McCarthy, Executive Director at the Chippewa 
Luce, Mackinac Conservation District, for an educational 
hike at the John Arthur Woollam Preserve. Locally this 
magical place is known as Narnia, from The Lion the 
Witch and Wardrobe series by C.S. Lewis. The concept 
of “land ethic” was developed by Aldo Leopold. C. S. 
Lewis portrays land ethic through his writings, as the 
land of Narnia is interconnected through relationships 
of fictional beings and their magical community. Come 
learn about those themes of land ethic while enjoying 
the 1.14-mile hike, followed by local spirits at the Les 
Cheneaux Distillers. Hiking boots highly recommended. 
Adults only. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Mike McCarthy 
Time:        2:00 – 4:30 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately nine miles 
 
Carnivorous Plants   
The Niagara Escarpment provides some of the rarest 
plants imaginable. Pitcher plants, sundews, bladderworts, 
and butterworts all have their own strategies to lure 
and digest their arthropod prey. (Limit 15)  
Because these plants are near or in water, be prepared  
to wear appropriate footwear to keep your feet dry. 
Guide:      Derek Shiels 
Time:        2:00 - 5:00 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 
 
 

Bird Banding In Northern Michigan  
Banding birds in the Straits of Mackinac has been hap-
pening for almost 40 years. The retired Curator of Natural 
History for the Mackinac State Historic Parks has banded 
thousands of birds, including nine species of Michigan 
owls. Hear about some of the banding projects around 
Northern Michigan he has been involved in and learn 
about some of the tools and techniques that are used 
to safely capture, band, and release wild birds. 
Guide:         Jeff Dykehouse 
Time:           2:30 – 4:00 PM 
Location:    Hessel School House 
 
Birding Trip in the Hiawatha  
National Forest 
Michael Carlson will be your guide into Search Bay, located 
in the southwest area of the Hiawatha National Forest. You 
will see warblers and other songbirds who found their 
summer home after traveling north to reach the southern 
shores of the Les Cheneaux Islands area.  (Limit 15) 
Guide:         Michael Carlson 
Time:           3:00 – 5:15 PM 
Location:    Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                      approximately five miles 
 
Aldo, The Naturalist Map, & You 
Maps don’t have to be fancy or even precise to be useful 
at capturing important information. A simple map can 
help you document your favorite hikes, a trip, how a 
place evolves, or even your garden in a meaningful way. 
We will look at examples of personal maps and then, 
fresh with ideas, you will be guided through starting your 
own personal mapping project. Basic supplies included. 
(Limit 15) 
Instructor: Sue Bakkila 
Time:           3:15 – 4:30 PM 
Location:    Hessel School House 
 
Evening Presentation 
Great Lakes & Wind Energy 
John Sarver, retired program director 
at the Michigan Energy Office, has 
been promoting energy efficiency 
and solar and wind power for 45 years. 
Climate Change means we must go 
to 100% renewable energy as soon 
as possible. Will wind energy in the Great Lakes play a 
big role in that transition and what does that mean? 
Time:          7:00 – 8:30 PM 
Presenter:  John Sarver 
Location:    Hessel School House 
 

Water Quality
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SATURDAY, JUNE 4 WildflowersBirding

Birding by Ear 
Join the Early Bird group with Michael Carlson for one of 
his popular bird song identification field trips. Enjoy the 
early dawn hour and the songs birds sing to welcome 
the new day.  (Limit 15)  
Guide:      Michael Carlson 
Time:        5:30 - 8:00 AM 
Location:  Meet at Hessel School House  
                    to caravan nearby. 
 
Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 
Munuscong Bay provides a shining example of the 
massive and sprawling Great Lakes marshes and wetlands 
that were once found across every region of the Great 
Lakes. This trip will take you out to the dikes on Munuscong 
Bay, a great place to see birds that love the wetland and 
make it their favorite place to nest and call home. Black 
terns, sedge wrens, and American bitterns are often 
found here, along with a number of other secretive 
marsh species. The views are spectacular. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Chace Scholten 
Time:        7:00 – 11:00 AM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Fantastic & Fascinating Ferns  
The Niagara Escarpment is rich with plant life found 
only in this area, including many fern species. Often 
overlooked, ferns are the oldest living organisms in a 
forest, older than many of the trees that generally tower 
over them. Ferns have changed little over the last 200 
million years, and if they could talk, they would tell us 
about the dinosaurs and the earliest humans. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        7:30 – 10:30 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Birding the Woollam Preserve  
The John R. Woollam Preserve is one the most picturesque 
and well-known of the Les Cheneaux area preserves, 
with a highlight being the beautiful Narnia Trail. This 
is a great place to see migrating warblers that have just 
arrived from their challenging journey across Lake 
Huron. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Dave Ewert 
Time:        7:45 – 9:30 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately nine miles 
 
3-Dimensional Notecard Making 
Using the techniques of iris folding (Dutch paper craft), 
participants will make a greeting card with a bloom, 
bird, bug, or butterfly, all designed to impress your 
friends with a personal greeting card. (Limit 8) 
Instructor: Norma Storer 
Time:        8:00 – 10:00 AM 
Location:  Hessel School House 

Exploring for Wildflowers  
Naturalists extraordinaire, Sarah and Wil Reding will 
lead you to a spring wonderland of wildflowers. 
(Limit 15) 
Guides:    Sarah and Wil Reding 
Time:        8:00 – 11:00 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Stream Ecology 
EUP STEM Region Director, Kevin St. Onge, will lead 
you on a very interesting experience involving the use 
of water quality to assess ecosystem health. You will 
carpool to a couple of Lake Huron feeder streams nearby, 
where you will collect and analyze both water and  
macroinvertebrate samples. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Kevin St. Onge 
Time:        8:15 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to  
                    caravan nearby 
 
Michigan Owls: Origins & Behavior 
(Family Friendly) 
Meet a live Michigan owl! We will start from participants’ 
experience, and then delve further into the origins and 
behavioral development of our secretive neighbors. 
Start to decide what your future will look like with these 
amazing animals. Participation is strongly encouraged. 
Presenter:Dr. Craig Perdue 
Time:        8:30 – 10:00 AM 
Location:  Hessel School House 
 
Local Native American  
Culture & History 
“Oh, so you’d like to know what it’s like to be an indigenous 
person? What was it like being native years ago, and 
how does it compare to today?” John’s discussion will 
include stories that have been passed down through the 
generations about life and living in the Les Cheneaux 
area, and how some of those stories were meant to teach 
about morality and the care of the earth.  
Presenter:John Causley – Local Tribal Elder  
                    and Hessel School alum 
Time:        10:30 – 11:30 AM 
Location:  Hessel School House 
 
Exploring the Gerstacker Preserve 
The Carl A. Gerstacker Preserve encompasses over 1600 
acres and has multiple trails. This trip is designed as a 
hike; not necessarily as a search for flora or fauna but 
a chance to see much more of the preserve and its multiple 
characteristics. (Limit 15 eager to do a major hike.) 
Guide:      The Nature Conservancy staff 
Time:        2:00 – 5:00 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
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PaddlingHiking PresentationPlants & Lichens Art/Crafts Water Quality

Avian Invaders in Michigan:  
Types and Their Effects 
We will delve into different types of invasive birds who 
share Michigan with us, compare species in each category, 
and explore the scope of their environmental impact 
on developed and natural areas. So come ready to  
participate and become better acquainted with some 
of these ne’er-do-wells.  
Presenter: Dr. Craig Perdue 
Time:        2:00 – 3:30 PM 
Location:  Hessel School House 
 
Carnivorous Plants 
The Niagara Escarpment provides some of the rarest 
plants imaginable. Pitcher plants, sundews, bladder-
worts, and butterworts all have their own strategies to 
lure and digest their arthropod prey. (Limit 15) 
*Because these plants are near or in water, be prepared to     
  wear appropriate footwear to keep your feet dry. 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        2:15 – 5:30 PM 
Location: Hessel School House to caravan to  
                    an undisclosed location 
 
Plein Air Drawing Workshop  
Clyde will instruct the use of charcoal and concentrate 
on two aspects of drawing that create depth of space 
and light. He will provide a brief explanation and example 
of linear perspective and chiaroscuro, the manipulation 
of light and dark within the composition. (Limit 12) 
Instructor: Clyde Hart    
Time:        2:15 – 5:15 PM 
Location:  Meet at Hessel School House to  
                    caravan nearby  
 
Birding at the Gerstacker Preserve 
The Nature Conservancy’s Carl A. Gerstacker Preserve 
along the Lake Huron shore east of Cedarville features a 
variety of habitats along its many trails and is a naturalist’s 
delight. Not only is it a bonanza for botanists, but it is 
also a great place to see the various birds that have just 
crossed Lake Huron and are hungry for the various insects 
that can feed their hungry bodies. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Dave Ewert 
Time:        3:00 – 5:30 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing Your Love of Nature 
Shine a light on your inner naturist! Do you consider 
yourself a naturalist? Do you want to share your love 
and curiosity for nature with others? Perhaps you are an 
educator (formal or informal), a caregiver to children, 
or someone looking to find ways to connect with others 
through this shared interest? Come to this outdoor session 
to learn about ways you can connect others to nature, 
about some of the famous naturalists in history, and 
some simple yet effective resources that you can use 
to help others connect to nature! (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Jennie Braatz 
Time:        2:30 – 3:30 PM 
Location: Hessel School House 
 
Solo Kayaking from Copper Country 
to the Straits of Mackinac 
In July 2021, sea-kayaker Tim Gallaway paddled from 
Saxon Harbor, Wisconsin, to Mackinaw City, Michigan, 
solo and self-supported. Along the way he explored the 
rugged and remote Keweenaw Peninsula, paddled the 
length of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, rounded 
Whitefish Point, locked past the rapids in Sault Ste. 
Marie, and paddled through his home waters of Les 
Cheneaux Islands before finishing his trip with a cross-
ing of the Straits of Mackinac.  Come along with Tim as 
he shares his adventure among the wild shores of the 
Big Lake and how human-powered adventure is some-
thing that is accessible to everyone and is something 
everyone should experience. 
Presenter: Tim Gallaway 
Time:        3:30 – 5:00 PM 
Location:  Hessel School House 
 
A Sense of Wonder - Explorer Toolkit 
(Family Friendly) 
Welcome naturalist! The Earth needs you to get out 
there and explore! You really don’t need anything besides 
your curiosity and the great outdoors (urban and rural), 
however, there are some tools you can keep around to 
expand your experience. Come visit with other natu-
ralists, practice naturalist skills, and take home some 
of your very own tools of a naturalist. Family groups 
welcomed! This outdoor presentation is primarily geared 
toward children, ages seven and up. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Jennie Braatz 
Time:        4:15 – 5:15 PM 
Location: Hessel School House 

Saturday events continued on the next page!
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SATURDAY, JUNE 4

Outdoor Cook’n & Tasting  
Be inspired to elevate your meals while hiking, car 
camping, or backpacking. This workshop, with tastings, 
will help you think beyond hot dogs or PBJ while enjoying 
the great outdoors. No need for dinner plans. This is it! 
(Limit 12) 
Presenter: Woods & Waters 
Time:          5:45 – 6:45 PM 
Location:    Hessel School House 
 
Birding the Munuscong Potholes 
Join your experienced guide to view grassland and 
marsh birds. The group will bird a portion of the Munuscong 
State Wildlife Management Area known as Munuscong 
Potholes. Participants may see and hear bird species 
that are active in the evening hours, including Wilson’s 
snipes, upland sandpipers, American bitterns, some 
species of sparrows, rails, and possibly owls. (Limit 15) 
Guide:        Chace Scholten 
Time:          8:00 PM – Dusk 
Location:   Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                      approximately 15 miles  

Evening Presentation 
About Aldo Leopold 
Aldo Leopold and The Roots of the 
Land Ethic explains how the 
sources of the land ethic started 
very early in Aldo’s childhood, at 
the age of seven, through his 
grandmother Starker teaching the 
joys of birding and the importance 
of woodland wildflower restoration.   
 
Even earlier, the extraordinary Starker-Leopold Family 
taught their grandchildren to observe the differences 
between landscapes of contrast to better appreciate the 
wonders of nature — and of course Les Cheneaux played 
a very important role in fostering young Aldo’s keen 
sense of wonder and love of the land. Later, Aldo’s 
mother Clara and sister Marie continued to teach the 
Les Cheneaux Club children the joys of wildflower  
gardening into the 1930s.       
Presenter: Steve Brower 
Time:          7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Location:   Hessel School House 
 
 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES  _____________________________________________________ 

SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT 
Tree Swallow Birdhouse Painting  (Family Friendly) 
For many years, the late conservationist, Harry Harris of Flower Bay, specially designed 
and built hundreds of colorful tree swallow houses to place in Les Cheneaux’s marshes 
and donate to the National Audubon Society to save the bird’s declining population. 
These still dot our wetland areas from mid-May to August, thanks to the continued efforts 
of local craftsmen. To honor Harry, wooden tree swallow houses are available for $15.00 
or free GreenBird waterproof-paper houses for other kinds of birds, to whimsically paint 
and take home. Call Pickle Point to reserve your hour: (906) 484-3479 
Time:        Saturday 10:30 – 4:00 PM 
Location: Pickle Point — 138 Pickford Ave., Hessel     

THURSDAY - SUNDAY • BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Chainsaw Skills and Carving Workshop 
Join professional chainsaw carving artist Nerissa Eichinger and certified sawyer Dustin 
Pares in an abbreviated course that will cover chainsaw safety, operation, and basic carving. 
Take your carving home with you, along with the knowledge of how to confidently operate 
a saw and make sculptures from tree stumps.  
Chainsaws, wood, and all personal protective equipment will be provided. Nerissa and 
Dustin are interested in teaching people who haven’t traditionally had exposure to or 
felt comfortable operating power tools.  
Available daily — June 1 to June 5 
Choice of Session: 8:00 – 12:00 PM or 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
Limit: 3 per session • Cost: $400 

Please register directly with the artist: nerissaeichinger@gmail.com 
This event is not affiliated with Aldo Leopold Festival.

WildflowersBirding
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 
Munuscong Bay provides a shining example of the 
massive and sprawling Great Lakes marshes and wetlands 
that were once found across every region of the Great 
Lakes. This trip will take you out to the dikes on Munuscong 
Bay, a great place to see birds that love the wetland and 
make it their favorite place to nest and call home. Black 
terns, sedge wrens, and American bitterns are often 
found here, along with a number of other secretive 
marsh species. The views are spectacular. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Chace Scholten 
Time:        7:00 – 10:00 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately 15 miles 
 
Birding by Caravan around  
Les Cheneaux 
This trip will explore a variety of local hotspots via caravan. 
We will target the local wastewater lagoons as well as 
a few nearby protected bays and marshes, which are hot 
spots for amazing breeding bird species. Clark Township’s 
DPW manager and crew were recognized for their work 
to effectively manage the lagoons that attract such a 
variety of birds. We will also look for breeding waterfowl, 
shorebirds, marsh birds, and warblers at a few other 
local places. Expect to caravan to two to four locations, 
taking easy, short hikes to view birds at each location. 
(Limit 15) 
Guide:      Elliot Nelson 
Time:        7:30 – 10:30 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 
 
Birding the Woollam Preserve 
The John R. Woollam Preserve is one the most picturesque 
and well-known of the Les Cheneaux area preserves, 
with a highlight being the beautiful Narnia Trail. This 
is a great place to see migrating warblers that have just 
arrived from their challenging journey across Lake 
Huron. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Dave Ewert 
Time:        7:45 – 10:45 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan  
                    approximately nine miles 
 
Fantastic & Fascinating Ferns  
The Niagara Escarpment is rich with plant life found 
only in this area, including many fern species. Often 
overlooked, ferns are the oldest living organisms in a 
forest, older than many of the trees that generally 
tower over them. Ferns have changed little over the last 
200 million years and if they could talk they would tell 
us about the dinosaurs and the earliest humans. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Steve Baker 
Time:        8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Location: Meet at Hessel School House to caravan 

Sharing Your Love of Nature  
Shine a light on your inner naturist! Do you want to 
share your love and curiosity for nature with others? 
Perhaps you are an educator, a caregiver to children, or 
someone looking to find ways to connect with others 
through this shared interest? Come to this session to 
learn about ways you can connect others to nature and 
simple, effective resources, as well as some famous  
naturalists in history. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Jennie Braatz 
Time:        8:30 – 9:30 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel Marina 
 
Wildflower Wander 
Beloved local naturalist, Pat Wilson, will guide participants 
through easy terrain to see some of the delightful plant 
species of the area. (Limit 12) 
Guide:      Moira (Pat) Wilson 
Time:        9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
Location:   Hessel School House to caravan nearby 
 
A Sense of Wonder - Explorer Toolkit 
(Family Friendly) 
Welcome naturalist! The Earth needs you to get out 
there and explore! You really don’t need anything be-
sides your curiosity and the great outdoors (urban and 
rural), however, there are some tools you can keep 
around to expand your experience. Come visit with 
other naturalists, practice naturalist skills, and take 
home some of your very own tools of a naturalist.  
Geared toward children, ages seven and up. (Limit 15) 
Guide:      Jennie Braatz 
Time:        10:15 - 11:15 AM 
Location: Meet at Hessel Marina 
 
Stick Painting (Family Friendly) 
A fun and simple craft activity for the young and young-
at-heart. Paint a stick to take home! If you participate 
in the Nature Warrior hike (see below), your sticks can 
dry while you’re out on the trail. (Limit 15) 
Instructor:Woods & Waters 
Time:        12:00 – 12:45 PM 
Location: Meet at the Derby Preserve  
 
Nature Warriors: Derby Preserve 
(Family Friendly) 
Staff of the Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) will lead 
young and young-at-heart nature warriors on a wild  
exploration of the Derby Preserve. Be prepared to play 
on and engage!  This event is for all ages but geared 
towards children 7-12. (Limit 15) 
Guides:    Little Traverse Conservancy Staff 
Time:        12:45 – 2:30 PM 
Location: Meet at the Derby Preserve  

PresentationPlants & Lichens Art/Crafts
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Hessel School House 
Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center 

 
The Hessel School House, built in 1937, is considered by many to be the 
most beautiful building in the UP, and probably one of the most beautiful 
old school houses of its kind remaining in the entire country. The historic 
schoohouse provided education for grades K-5 from 1938-1958. In 2016, 
it reopened as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiztion dedicated to the purpose 
of ensuring the continued vitality and prosperity of the Les Cheneaux area. 
 
The building currently houses the Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center, a 
year-round facility for classes in the arts and nature, as well as a serves as 
multi-cultural event center. It is the base for the North Huron Birding Trail 
and the annual Aldo Leopold Festival. It is also the permanent location 
for the Les Cheneaux Farmers & Artisan Market. 
 
For more information, visit our website: www.hesselschoolhouse.org or 
follow us on facebook or Instagram at @hesselschoolhouse. Donations are 
always welcome to expand our programming and maintain this historical gem. 
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The Aldo Leopold Festival is brought to you in part by:



A Big Thank You to Our Festival Sponsors 

Without their financial support this festival would not be possible.  
 If your business would like to support the Aldo Leopold Festival please call  

Hessel School House at 906.484.1333 or email office@hesselschoolhouse.org 
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http://www.cedarvillemarine.com/
https://www.johngriffinrealestate.com/
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https://centralsavingsbank.com/
https://www.facebook.com/picklepoint/
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https://applecoregeneralstore.com/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/michigan/stories-in-michigan/preserve-audio-tours/?vu=miexplore
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https://www.facebook.com/thepinecone.lci/
https://landtrust.org/explore/
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Cedarville Hours of Operation 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday: 8:30 a.m.to 6:00 p.m. 
ATM available 24/7 

 
Les Cheneaux Branch 

192 South Meridian 
Cedarville, MI 49719 

906-484-2262 

www.fnbsi.com 
 

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

https://www.facebook.com/Haske-Post-Co-Cedar-Products-280115505380947/
https://www.fnbsi.com/


We are thankful for the support of Les Cheneaux Community Members, Chamber of Commerce,  
Islands Association, Lions Club, Island Wildlife, and the Community Foundation.  

Visit our LCWC website www.lescheauxwatershed.org 

Check us  
out on

22

https://lescheneauxwatershed.org/
https://www.cloverland.com/


1.    Birge/Mertaugh/Nye Nature Preserves 
          This 528-acre preserve features beautiful wildflowers,  
          excellent migratory bird habitat, and 1.5 miles of Lake  
          Huron shore. A 2.2 mile trail follows a historic road looping  
          through the cedar forest and wetlands. A separate, short  
          (.1 mile) trail takes visitors to scenic Loon Lake. 
 
2.    Clark Township’s Hessel Beach 
          Since 1994 this township park has offered free parking, a  
          place to carry kayaks and canoes to the water, a swimming  
          beach, and public restrooms. An excellent access point for  
          paddlers who are headed out to LTC’s Marquette Island  
          preserves. 
 
3.    Marquette Island Nature Preserves 
           More than 1,900 acres and five miles of Lake Huron shoreline  
          are protected with the Seiberling Stewart, Aldo Leopold, and  
           Sheppard-Hardy preserves on this island within Les Cheneaux.  
           (Leopold is 1,683 acres alone.) A public park in Hessel provides  
           one access point for paddlers (See Hessel Beach above). 
 
 
 
 

4.    William B. Derby Nature Preserve 
          This 200-acre preserve includes a nearly three-mile, figure  
          eight, trail loop available through all seasons. The trail  
          meanders through natural, moss-covered rock gardens,  
          evergreen forest, and along the rugged Lake Huron shore.  
          Because of its easy access to town, this preserve is becoming  
          a local favorite and trails are generally compacted for  
          snowshoeing in the winter. 
 
5.    John Arthur Woollam Preserve 
          The 185-acre preserve consists of 4,300 feet of stunning  
          rocky shoreline with huge boulders and coastal wetlands,  
          and a coniferous forest grading into northern hardwoods.  
          The preserve offers significant shoreline for migratory  
          and breeding birds, and habitat for plant species such as  
          Houghton's goldenrod. 
 
6.    Carl A. Gerstacker Nature Preserve 
          Enjoy five miles of beautiful shoreline across four bays on  
          Lake Huron, two small islands, Big and Little Trout Lakes,  
          and parts of two creeks. Visitors might also see a variety of  
          animals including the loon, pileated woodpecker, osprey, 
           wolf, and several species of neotropical migratory songbirds 
          such as the American redstart and magnolia warbler. 

1 2 4
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     10 Nature Preserves  
               to explore in the Eastern Upper Peninsula
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7.    De Tour Peninsula Nature Preserve 
          More than three miles of northern Lake Huron shoreline  
          and 145 acres on Point DeTour comprise this gorgeous  
          Great Lakes preserve. From the parking area a two-track  
          trail leads through middle of preserve. You have to pick  
          your own way to the rugged shoreline from trail.  
 
8.    Clyde and Martha Williams Preserve 
          Little Traverse Conservancy’s first preserve on Drummond 
          Island, these 80 acres include an easy 1.3 mile trail system.  
          Points of interest include several forest types and an old 
          stone wall.  
 
9.    Maxton Plains Preserve 
          The 1,210-acre Maxton Plains Preserve protects the  
          globally significant alvar landscape and 10 Michigan state  
          rare plants, eight found in the alvars and two found in the  
          forests. The alvars found on Drummond Island are the  
          largest remaining high quality alvars in North America. The  
           Maxton Plains Preserve protects nesting and feeding habitat  
           for the state-threatened osprey and potentially for grassland, 
          forest, and shore birds. 

10. Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge 
          Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge  is a 695-acre   
          horseshoe-shaped island, localed just two miles off the  
          coast of Drummond Island. The island has a large, marsh- 
          lined harbor popular with boaters. The islands have sandy  
          beaches and mature stands of balsam fir, white cedar,  
          paper birch, sugar maple and red oak. The gently rolling  
          terrain of the island peaks around 100-feet above lake  
          level. Resident wildlife species include ruffed grouse,  
          snowshoe hare, white-throated sparrows, white-tailed deer,  
          gray jays and magnolia warblers. Open from dawn to dusk.  
          No overnighting allowed on the island.  

10

We welcome you to explore and enjoy these  
beautiful preserves, keeping in mind that you  

are a temporary visitor to the homes of  
many plants and animals.

For more information about  
these preserves, visit: 
Litte Traverse Conservancy 
www.landtrust.org 
The Nature Conservancy 
www.nature.org 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  
www.fws.gov/refuge/harbor-island 
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Aldo Leopold Festival  
Committee Members 

 
Without your hard work and dedication this year’s festival 
would not be posssible. Thank you committee members: 

Hessel School House   
Avery Nature & Learning Center 

Kerri Smith 
Kara Windsor 
Kristy Beyer 

Nora Cardinal 
 

Les Cheneaux Community Foundation 
Ken Drenth 

 
Little Traverse Conservancy 

Anne Fleming  
 

Woods & Waters 
Sue Bakkila 

 
MSU extension/Sea Grant 

Elliot Nelson 
 

Applecore General Store 
Amy Polk 

 
Reding Consulting 

Sarah Reding  

Do you have an idea for a presenter? Have a topic you 
would like to learn more about? Let us know! We welcome 
your input for planning next years Aldo Leopold Festival. 

Email us at office@hesselschoolhouse.net



Ask Questions...Take Notes!
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Registration 
Before attending any of the Aldo Leopold Events, all participants must register either online  
at www.aldoleopoldfestival.org or at Hessel School House prior to the festival by calling  
906-484-1333 during business hours (Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Sat. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM)  
Registration is $45 per person (age 17 and younger are free). Some events have additional 
costs, as noted online. At festival check-in, you will be given a registration packet with a name 
tag identifying you as a participant.  
 
COVID-19, Masks and Social Distancing 
The health safety of our community is paramount.  Please maintain adequate social distancing, 
as much as possible, during all activities, including trails and preserves. Masks will be available. 
NOTE: This policy may change depending on the status of the pandemic.  
 
Weather, Mosquitoes, and Ticks, Oh My! 
Temperatures can vary wildly in the spring, as well as by proximity to Lake Huron, so consider 
dressing in layers. It  also should be no surprise that bugs and insects exist in the Les Cheneaux 
- and the birds and bats are grateful for that! Mosquitoes and ticks can be abundant in some 
areas, so plan accordingly. Consider using insect repellent for mosquitoes and treating your 
footwear with permethrin for ticks. Wearing lighter-colored pants and tucking pants into socks 
can also make spotting ticks easier.  
 
 


